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OAKAJEE PORT AND RAIL PROJECT — FEDERAL FUNDING 

297. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Treasurer: 

I refer to the $339 million sitting in the federal budget for the Oakajee Port and Rail project. Has the federal 
Treasurer agreed to release that funding; and, if not, what was his excuse? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

I thank the member for Balcatta for the question. It is a very, very good question. Not long after coming into 
government I was interested in the allocation of an equity injection of some $339 million in the commonwealth 
budget. Noting the rapid clip within which the former government proceeded with Oakajee, I thought that I could 
reallocate that to other port infrastructure in light of the fact that clearly Oakajee is not going to happen—not any 
time soon. I thought I would write to the Treasurer. We are having conversations around GST and the massive 
subsidy that Western Australia pays to the commonwealth. I was very pleased to see the member for Moore’s 
media statement when all federal ministers were in town just the other week. They met with Minister Chester. 
I say to the Minister for Transport that Minister Chester has been a particularly cooperative federal minister. He 
has been a good minister to deal with. He was obviously in the member for Moore’s electorate because the member 
put out a fairly hairy-chested media statement, saying — 

“The original Commonwealth funding was flagged for investment in the Mid West to deliver 
a much-needed boost to the region’s economy,” Mr Love said. 

“I emphasised to the Minister that this funding should again be allocated to priority projects in the 
Mid West not to Perth-based projects. 

I am glad the member for Moore emphasised that. I also note that the member for Durack, Melissa Price, in the 
media said — 

“In the meantime, I have argued that the $339 million, in the forward estimates, could be invested in other 
projects in WA, particularly in the Mid West like at the Geraldton Port or to support the development of 
tourism infrastructure on locations such as the Abrolhos Islands, together with the support of the State 
Government.” 

Although I am delighted that the member for Moore emphasised to the minister the importance of that money 
staying in Western Australia, unfortunately, yet again, WA stands to be dudded by the federal government. I have 
received correspondence from the federal Treasurer confirming that the government will not be proceeding with 
that money, so it will not be allocated for Western Australians’ use for port infrastructure. My view was that it 
should probably be used for port infrastructure; it was highlighted for that purpose. Despite the good emphasising 
that the member for Moore gave the minister, unfortunately that is not the case. I hope that all my colleagues in 
the Liberal and National Parties, with the member for Moore’s colleagues in the federal government, can at least 
assist to give them all a good emphasising to ensure that the federal Treasurer, Scott Morrison, changes his mind 
and that that $339 million, which has gone now, comes back to Western Australia.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, two in a row. 
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